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Honored Rabbis, Cantor, Parents, Friends, and Relatives:

In the parsha that I read today, Terumah, we learn the directions Hashem
gave to B'nai Yisrael for the building of the Mishkan - the portable sanctuary
which was to be Hashem's dwelling place and which was to be used by the Jewish
people during their travels in the deser; after they had left Mitzrayim,
Egypt. Our rabbis ask, "Why did Hashem command the Jewish people to build a
Mishkan for Him to 1ive in? Doesn't His glory fill the whole universe? Isn't
it true that even the vast universe is not enough to contain Him?" There are
many answers to these questions, but, basically, all the answers say that
Hashem did not need the Mishkan - the Jewish people did. The Torah says
“V'asu 1i mikdash v'shochanti b'sochan®™ - ®And they shall build me a
tabernacle and I will dwell in them.* It doesn't say "I will dwell in it.*
It says "I will dwell in them" - in each Jew. The Jewish people needed the
Mishkan as a symbol of how important and how meaningful the role was that
Hashem had given to each of them. They were to sanctify His name in the
world. They were to be His junior partner in perfecting the world. The
Mishkan's purpose was to make Jewish values an integral part of each
individual Jew, to make the Jews a better people. It reminded the Jews that
Hashem was always among them, and, that just as He was holy, the Jewish people
were to make their own lives holy and to bring out the sparks of holiness that
are 1in everything Hashem created. The building of the Mishkan was to
symbolize the kind of world the Jews were to build - a world in which both of
man's roles. as creator and appreciator would be apparent to all.

The many rules and regulations that went into the building of the Mishkan
still have a very strong effect on our lives and on our relationship to
Hashem. The Jewish people were not allowed to build the Mishkan on Shabbat.

Sitting back to appreciate what we have created must go hand in hand with
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creativity in Judaism. Hashem created the world, and then He rested. So
today, as on every Shabbat, every Jew is closer to Hashem by keeping the
Shabbat and resting just like Hashem did on the seventh day of creation. We
have been given the power of creation by Hashem. He wants us to be His
partner in creation. It's true that people really can't create anything like
Hashem did - Yaysh May-ayn - something from absolutely nothing, but we can
create from the raw materials He has given us very beautiful things, like the
Mishkan, But creativity can run wild and destroy us if we don't know how to
properly use the things we create. We also need relationships and we need to
learn how to appreciate what we have. So, we honor the Shabbat by resting
from our own creativity, and we sit back and enjoy our family and what we have ‘
created during the week. On Shabbat we don't do any type of work that was
done in order to build the Mishkan. Tradition tells us that there were 39
different categories of work, or "m'lachot" that went into the building of the
Mishkan. Many people think that the Hebrew word -*m'lacha" is translated in
English as "work". But, when talking about Shabbat, m‘lacha means only
"m'lachat machshevet", creative work. This means work which allows us to
impose our will on nature - the kind of work which we did when we built the
Mishkan, the symbol of the gift of creativity which Hashem gave to man.
Through the ages, our rabbis have elaborated on these 39 m'lachot, applying
them to all the modern discoveries and making sure that we would not
accidentally do anything on Shabbat that would cause us to impose our will on
nature. By following all these rules, we can be certain that the special gift
of creativity which Hashem has given us will not be misused, and, as we rest
from our own creativity on Shabbat, just as He did on the seventh day of
creation, we cement our relationship to Him. And so every week we remember,
in a very special way, the building of the Mishkan, and we learn about
creativity, the 1limits of creativity, and how to become meditators and

appreciators, as well as creators,
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At this time, I would like to thank all of the people who have helped me
to understand the meaning of keeping the Shabbat, and who have taught me to
lead my 1ife as a Jew should -- first, of course, my parents, my family, and
all of the rabbis and teachers at the Hebrew Academy. I would also like to
thank Rabbi Radinsky and Cantor Dean and everyone at the Synagogue who has
helped me in preparing for my Bar Mitzvah. And I thank all of you for coming
to help me celebrate this very special day. I pray that I will become a
person who is creative, but who also aﬁpreciates his family and friends and

who will be a credit to his religion and to all of klal Yisrael.




